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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-00 SSO-00 EURE-00 SS-20 PM-07 lNR-11 

DODE-00 INRE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 /080W 

056245 

OP 131536Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4893 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 

SECRET ATHENS 5649 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MPOL, GR, TU, CY 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT OE USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) 

REE: ATHENS 5549 (NOTAL) 

TO SECRETARY EROM AMBASSADOR 
GENEVA FOR HARTMAN 

1 . AS NOTED IN REETEL, WE HAVE ALREADY ASKED THE NAVY TO 
DELAY VISIT OF USS INDEPENDENCE TO AUGUST 18. IT WAS OUR 

HOPE THAT TENSIONS WOULD HAVE SUBSIDED ENOUGH SO THAT PRESENCE 
OF INDEPENDENCE IN ATHENS WOULD NOT SEEM TO GOT AN INDICATION 
OF U.S. TILT TOWARD GREECE. LESSER CONSIDERATION WAS POS- 
SIBILITY THAT SHIP VISIT AT HEIGHT OE TENSION BETWEEN 
GREECE AND TURKEY MIGHT STIMILATE UNTOWARD NUMBER OE INCIDENTS. 

2. AUGUST 12 ULTIMATUM EROM GOT DOES NOT PRESAGE REDUCTION 
OF TENSIONS BY AUGUST 18, ALTHOUGH ONE CANNOT PREDICT THIS 
WITH ASSURANCE. IF SITUATION AT THAT TIME STILL AS TENSE 

AS IT IS AT PRESENT, I WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO HAVE INDEPENDENCE 
VISIT ATHENS. HOWEVER, I THINK IT IS AN ISSUE ON WHICH YOU 
SHOULD EOCUS PERSONALLY SINCE ONLY FROM WASHINGTON CAN 
VARIOUS RAMIFICATIONS OF A CARRIER VISIT AT THIS TIME BE 
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3. 1 AM KEENLY AWARE OE EACT THAT INDEPENDENCE HAS NOT 
TOUCHED PORT SINCE DEPARTING UNITED STATES AND CREW BADLY 
NERDS TO GET ASHORE SOMEPLACE. EQUALLY, I UNDERSTAND NAVY 
WILL HAVE TO MAKE SPECIAL PROVISION EOR FUEL IF INDEPENDENCE 
IS TO CONTINUE UNDER WAY WITHOUT EXTENDED IN-PORT PERIOD. 

4. 1 UNDERSTAND THAT CARRIER CAN BE TURNED AWAY FROM ATHENS 
VISIT UP TO LAST MOMENT, BUT THAT DEFINITE WORD AS TO 
ACCEPTABILITY OF PORT VISIT WOULD BE PREFEREABLE ABOUT TWO 
DAYS IN ADVANCE TO AVOID UNNECESSARY INCURSION INTO AEGEAN. 
TASCA 
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